STATISTICS ON COLOR OR RACE
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The United States Government classifies its
population into two major groups - white and non-
white. Some of the officials who have been party
to this farce are from our best educational
institutions where even their own colleagues dis-
agree with their simplification of so difficvlt
an area of study.

History relates that hours on end have been
consumed trying to decide what constituted an
octoroon, quadroon, colored person, Negro, etc.

I do not say that knowledge of the number
of people in any group is of no value; my con-
tention is that Government, which must treat all
of its citizens alike, must not arbitrarily di-
vide the people into black and white, nonwhite
and white, Negro and white, etc, I have heard
some of the arguments made by the medical pro-
fession., I also have heard of the strong feel-
ing in organized medicine that people must not
be treated in groups. I know of the arguments
made by law enforcement officers; and I also
know that in instances where racial identifica-
tions were eliminated these same officers were
no less efficient,

Groups have worked for years to get the
press to eliminate racial identity in news items.
This has been done in some places, Where it has
been done the newspaper business has not suffered,
and certainly the possibility for whipping up
hysteria has been lessened,

In New York we are told that the schools
(from the record) do not know the racial identi-
ty of those in attendance, However, a few weeks
ago a report was released on school population
showing the white and nonwhite enrollment. This
report was made to prove that discrimination
based on race does not exist, If the statistical
count was a spot check, because it was needed for
a situation which arose, I would not object.
However, after the avowed purpose of the moment
was accomplished, there should be return to the
stated policy (which some of us know is not
carried out in practice).

Confidential reports made by both public
and voluntary agencies (white) seldom, if ever,
make kind remarks about nonwhites, if the popula-
tion has been so divided. This is even true in
reports prepared for and by religious groups.

Voluntary agencies constituted of and work-
ing among nonwhite groups need to have general
indication of the numbers they are concerned about
but it really does not matter whether they find
the number in a given situation to be 200,000 or
250,000 - 18,000,000 or 19,000,000. Whatever the
count there are more people than are going to be-
come "equal" in your lifetime and mine, Where we
have reviewed budgets of governments and various
subdivisions thereof, we have been able to get
the politicians to be concerned about numbers and
representation on public payroll only when it was
a matter of life and death for themselves,

The recent articles on population explosion
express grave concern about increase among those
who "don't belong". Let's be honest. Few men
accept the fellow who is unlike those in his im-
mediate family, In the United States we have not
taught our children the importance of oneness and

the spirit that makes a nation strong because
there is brotherhood under God.

Will the researcher be handicapped in his
need for statistics in his effort to work among
people for their development if Govermment does
not continue to divide the population into white
and nomwhite groups? You know that there are
groups which count their own people, but which
will not permit anyone else to do so. It has
been pointed out that if the present arrangement
is abandoned the nomwhite group would have diffi-
culty finding out its numerical strength, Be as-
sured that where, if, and when the nonwhite group
needs to know its strength it can find out and in
some instances the count will be more accurate
than appears in the census. Much will have to be
done before anyone who knows what is going on
will believe that the statistics which are
gathered on nonwhites are being used, even by
Government itself, disinterestedly. Immigration
quotas and the treatment of refugees (German,
Hungarian, Congo, etc.) give you food for thought
here.

Those who are interested in academic exer-
cises will, of course, be unable to pull down a
volume from the shelf and make some of their
presentations. However, their demographic
sketches will, in my opinion, be just as accurate
without knowing the "identity" of about one-tenth
of the population; to say nothing of the fact
that even with the present statistical breakdown
they have only generalizations.

I am unaware of the contribution that is
made in the field of race relations without going
among people and working with them. If you know
of any place in the United States where the
colored group does not live in "pockets" or
special areas please enlighten me. This did not
Just happen. The ramifications of it are too
familiar to you. From census tract and block
statistics anyone who spends a few minutes in any
of our large urban centers can tell the size of
the nonwhite group. The same is almost equally
true in rural areas. Both areas will remain the
same for years to come. No major force is in-
terested in any other arrangement.

As a member of the Council of Population and
Housing Census Users for the 1960 U, S. Census, I
am aware of the discussion held in connection with
the preparation of the field schedules. Question
was raised about the inclusion of religion on the
general population schedule here, and elsewhere,
and because of opposition to it .this was elimi-
nated, I had reservations about inclusion of
"race" and wished this brought up. Unfortunately,
I could not attend the meetings and an alternate
went in my stead. He was to present my views on
the question of "race" but did not do so.

Later I sat as a member of the planning com-
mittee for the study of social workers in 1960 -
a l0-year report done by the Government in co-
operation with the National Social Welfare As-
sembly and the National Association of Social
Workers. Many social workers refused to answer
the item on "race™ in the earlier study and it
was agreed that it had little significance for the
new one., This item was eliminated.



Just a few years back, Senator James Watson,
of the New York State Legislature, was able to
have "race" eliminated from drivers licenses. A
few of us had been working on this for about 15
years. Similar action has been taken in New
Jersey, Washington, and possibly other states.
The New York State Commission Against Discrimina-
tion has in writing the fact that since race was
prohibited on civil service applications, state
officials were calling the Motor Vehicle Bureau
to determine applicants' identities, Part of the
unfinished business of the previous chairman of
the Commission was the elimination of race from
applications for marriage licenses, Recently, in
New York City, "race" was eliminated from birth
records available to the public, and from applica-
tions for licenses to operate cabarets, public
dance halls, catering establishments and coffee
houses and their employees. New Jersey has also
eliminated "race" from birth and death certifi-
cates,

Here in Minnesota, where the State has no
legal definition of "Negro" several children have
birth certificates without "race" designated,
Their parents refused to permit their designation
as other than American, The U, S, Bureau of Vital
Statistics, which will soon discuss the questions
which are to be included on its 1966 forms, is
credited with requiring racial designation on its
reports, However, when inquiry was made by the
State of Minnesota, this State was informed that
the state has sole jurisdiction over what is re-
corded on birth certificates. Rather than have
a court case, the Minnesota Health Department per-
mitted the certificates in question to be issued
with "race" not designated,

If you will pardon a personal reference; in
each instance when I filled the selective service
forms I wrote "American" in the space where "race"
was requested. When the reviewer looked over my
academic training (in my absence) he knew that I
was "white" and he rewrote my identity as such.
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The following is quoted from the U, S, Census
for 1940:

"Three major race classifications are dis-

tinguished in the tabulations, namely,

white, Negro, and ‘'other races'. Persons

of Mexican birth or ancestry who were not

definitely Indian or of other non-white

race were returned as white in 1930, ...

In 1930 publications, the figures for the

white population for 1930 excluded Mexi-

cans, but the 1930 data for whites pub-
lished in this volume (1940) have been re-
vised to include Mexicans.,"

The 1920 Census carries the following: "The
term 'white' as used in the Census reports refers
to persons understood to be pure blooded whites."
The identity of the Negro is "according to his
racial status in the community in which he lives,"
In reality "race" in the Census is determined by
the enumerator who does not ask the identity of
the family but, instead, uses his judgment.

As a professional research worker for over a
quarter of a century, and with possibly more field
studies under my direction than any other writer
dealing with the problems of the "Negro", I fail,

at this date, to see the contribution that any
public agency in these United States makes to the

general welfare by gathering "racial" statistics
which set apart one group (and in reality only
one group) from the body politic. This nation is
constituted of more than a hundred national and
ethnic groups. Their inter-mixture is older than
the nation itself,

I leave the discussion of moral and religious
obligations to others more qualified than I am.
Surely you realize the implications here.

Eventually, if not already, the time will
come when every citizen will be considered an
American and be so designated if for no other
reason than that external pressures will force
upon us this gesture of solidarity.



