
WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? A CHILDREN'S SURVEY 

Heather Dee Morrow, Hocker Grove Middle School, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66203 

The project of keeping track of money spent 
in the month of December was first tried 
about four years ago. At that time it won 
a blue ribbon at the Research and 
Development forum for the Shawnee Mission 
School. I had forgotten about it until this 
year when a parent whose child I had taught 
previously asked that I repeat the project. 
This year the project won the Best of Show 
for Math Department at the Research and 
Development Forum, public showcase for the 
best projects produced by the students of 
theShawnee Mission School District. Over 
5,000 entries are displayed for judging 
each year. 

Four years ago I chose the categories and 
did the preparation. This year I felt 
students would feel more ownership and show 
more interest if they did this preparation. 
I surveyed the students to determine on 
which items most of their money was spent. 
The students decided on the following 
categories: food, snacks, entertainment, 
clothes, savings, and miscellaneous. 
Students started keeping track on December 
first and continued until December 
nineteenth. Budget entries were checked 
each Monday to determine the total amount 
of money spent each week. After the first 
week, a subtotal was kept until the end of 
the project. 

During the time of recording data the 
students studied how to find percentages 
and graph information. They also studied 
ratio so they could compare data. 

At the end of the collection period the 
teacher also rechecked all data, and the 
students started to compute the percentages 
for each area. They had to make a line, 

bar, and circle graph of their data. Graph 
paper and calculators were used to more 
closely simulate a real-life situation.The 
grading was done on neatness and the 
accuracy of percentage computation on the 
graphs. The data for each class were 
totaled, and compiled information was 
graphed so a comparison could be made among 
classes. Finally, all the information was 
combined so students could see the class as 
a whole, and see how they, individually, 
compared with their classmates, and other 
classes. 

The final step was answering questions 
about their survey. These questions were 
written by students for students. A 
committee of four students (one from each 
hour) met and studied the information and 
wrote the questions they felt were relevant 
to the student. A set of questions for 
parents to answer about the spending 
pattern of their child was also completed 
by the committee. The results of the survey 
given were surprising to many of the 
students who weren't aware of the amount 
they spent. Parents were surprised by the 
money their child was spending but were 
pleased with the type of questions asked of 
them. It has already been recommended we 
do this study over two different months so 
comparison of holiday spending and regular 
spending can be made. 

On the whole the students really enjoyed 
this project. They were proud of what they 
had done and learned. I invited parents to 
speak to various classes about how they use 
math in their work. Many of the parents 
commented that this project is closely 
related to what they do each day not only 
in work but in personal record keeping. So 
it has doubly reinforced that records must 
be kept and used. 
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ST'UDENT S' O UESTI ONS 
Dear Parents, 

During December, seventh-grade math students charted the money 
they spent. Then they made graphs depicting their spending. In 
conjunction with this project, they have made a list of questions 
they would like you to answer and return. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
Heather Morrow 

i. Do you think your child spent his/her money wisely? Explain. 

2. Did you realize how much money your child spent in the month of 
December? Explain. 

3. Do you approve of how much money your child has spent? Explain. 

4. Do you realize that you gave your child over 1/2 the money 
he/she spent? Explain. 

5. If your child spent this much money in one month, how much 
would he/she spend in one year? 

6. Do you think this project has let you know anything about how 
your child spends money, both his/her own and yours? Explain. 

Student Quest ions 

i. Are you aware of how much money you spend in one month? If 
so, would you ever spend it on the same things again? Explain. 

2. How do you think your parents would feel about this? Explain. 

3. What was the most money spent on in 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th hours? 
How does your budget compare with those hours? 

4. What was the least money spent on in 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th 
hours? How does your budget compare with those hours? 

5. Which hour spent the most money on food, snacks, entertainment, 
clothes, savings, and extra? How does this compare with your 
budge t ? 

6. Which hour spent the least money on food, snacks, entertainment, 
clothes, savings, and extra? How does this compare with 
your budget ? 

7. Who spent the most money in 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th hours? 

8. Who spent the least money in 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th hours? 

9. Compare who spent the most money in each class to who spent 
the least money in each class. 
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