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INTRODUCTION

The last decade has experienced substantial
changes in business and industrial management.

The competitive environment, domestically and
throughout the world, has prompted an ever increas-
ing drive for greater efficiency and profitability
in the private sector of the world's economies.

The United States plays a leading role and, to-
gether with Japan and West Germany, has been on

the leading edge in the new development of these
new frontiers.

This desire and need for greater business and
industrial effectiveness has necessitated the
introduction of scientific judgments into business
management at an historically unparalleled rate.
In practical terms, this meant the hiring of pro-
fessionals, the retention of consulting firms,

the utilization of a variety of services that are
geared to improve the decision making process of
top and middle management.

Concurrently, in recognition of this phenomenon,
there has been an information explosion, also
historically unparalled. More data are available.
Statisticians feel more secure in the utilization
of disaggregated data. Advanced computerized
systems has made mass data handling economically
feasible.

It is therefoxe highly appropriate that any
substantial developmental work in the small area
data field come to the attention of the American
Statistical Association and that through it, it
becomes accessible to everyone. We are fortunate
to have presented to us today three learned papers
dealing with small area data estimating.



